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© There'sa clear wmner in this year's

e foeau'e Roulette. _
" MadLab's annual festival of short plays is

" always divided into three shows that are pre-

- sented on différentnights, Each show general-
-1y combinés one or two strong. works mzh
'ozhers thataren’t so strong.”

~ This year, zhough you can assnre yeurself

of seemg nethmg burworthwhile theater if -

_ on'the’ mght when the “F Eashbacks

= "ﬁ{_:cnan of. p]ays 15 performe{i

- Of course, “worthwhile” is in-the eye of the
o beholder.

" Longtime MadLab fans won't want o miss

- “Foreshadows,” despite its uneven quality,

- '-_bﬁcaﬂse it ends with a piece about the kind of
*  desperate, dangerous dlaraci:ers who have

 long inhabited thé troupe’s stage: And VIewers

“in search of 2 goed laughwill want -

©to catch “Foolishness” because it -
“includes the hest comedy of the

" whole festival. -

7+ Tohelpyou decide when t0.go,

" “here’s a capsule description of the

eifermgs :

| Faahshness

e l;ffers 2 biack comedy abdut Self- cenieéed
par_ents (Stephen Woosiey and Meiissa Batr)

Delicious piece -
Vicki Andronts, ]osb Kes's?erand f;m "
Azehandfe n. Fam:%y Pﬁrtraxt i

in wh:ch an mlpuiswe actina restaﬁram pm-' '

-“wokes afood ﬂght If's good for

B chuckles, bt they're mixed with
dread—because you know how
‘much cleaning up the crew will ~
have 1o do afterward.

The Inciting Incident: Mark
Cornell's one-man comedy is bare:
Iy two minutes old before You real-
ize narrator Dale’s suspicions about

his neighbors stem solely from his-
‘own fevered imagination. Jon
Osbeck’s performance is impressive-
Iy enérgetic, but unfortimately it’s no more sub-
tle than the script. The result is tedious overkill.

Family Portrarr. Tom Hoefner’s delicious

piece of hinacy is brought to life by an
inspired cast working under Michelle Batt’s
direction. Jim Azelvandre is hilirious as the
rich but eccentric Mr. Rainsford; Vicki '
Andronis is droll as his wife. Adding to the

. fun are Wodsley a5 their befuddled son and

Josh Kessler as a seff-described Venezuelan

“who can't speak a word of Spanish.

Foreshadows

The Apple: Jim Azeivandre’s play is about
a man and woman (Osbeck and Jennifer
Feather) who meet on # park bench over and,
over—sometimes in the real world, sometimes

Simpiisiic 3i1li Shﬂiié@: Josh K_e_ssjei? and Kevin
Scorr in Please Remove This Stuffed Animal

from My Head

in their respective imaginations, Sadly, the -
piece makes the mistake of starting with an
atternpted rape, then compounds the érror by

Conitinued on next page
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